
The Spring Sky
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Planets

Mercury had its best opportunity of  the year for
evening observation in mid March. At the start of  the
spring quarter, however, it is headed for inferior conjunc-
tion on 1 April, when it will be impossible to observe. It
will be visible in the morning sky by the end of April and
throughout May. It will again be impossible to observe
around superior conjunction, which occurs on 5 June.

Venus is visible low in the west during evening twilight
at the start of the
period. On the evening
of 28 March, it has a
remarkably close
conjunction with
Uranus, when the two
planets will be separated
by less than ten minutes
of  arc. Venus is the
brighter of the two
planets by ten magni-
tudes, or just over
10,000 times brighter.

Mars is a morning
object for virtually the
entire quarter; in late
June it rises at about
11pm. Mars has a close
conjunction with Saturn
on the morning of 2
April.

Jupiter is a morn-
ing object at the start of
the quarter, rising a little
before midnight. As the
season progresses, it
rises earlier, reaching
opposition on 9 May, when it will be visible all night.

Saturn is visible in the low south-eastern sky in
morning twilight at the start of  the quarter. It will be less
than two degrees from Mars on the morning of 2 April. It
reaches opposition on 27 June, six days after the summer
solstice.

Uranus is visible low in the western sky at the start of
the season. It is then lost in the glare of the Sun until the
middle of  May, when it becomes a morning object.

Neptune is too close to the Sun to be observed at the
start of  the quarter. By mid-April, it begins to be visible in
morning twilight, and is a morning object for the rest of
the period.

Meteor Showers

The eta-Aquariid
shower is probably the
best bet for meteors this
season. It peaks on the
night of  5-6 May.

Comets

Comet C/2016 M1
(Pan-STARRS) may
reach 9th magnitude
toward the end of the
quarter. Seiichi Yoshida’s
Homepage is a good
place to get finding
charts check on cometary
developments:
www.aerith.net

Eclipses

There are no eclipses
visible from the central
coast during the period.
There will be a total
lunar eclipse on 27 July.

NGC 4565, an edge-on spiral galaxy in Coma Berenices. Imaged
with the MIRA 36-inch telescope.


